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Oceans are essential to human survival and prosperity and
yet human activities are pushing many critical marine species toward extinction. The best way to maintain the oceans’
diversity, abundance and resilience is to protect marine life
where they live.

Our Vision

To promote this goal Marine Conservation Institute has
launched the Global Ocean Refuge System (GLORES, pronounced “glories”) to catalyze strong protection for at
least 20% of the ecosystems in each marine biogeographic
region of the world’s oceans by 2030.
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“Life is the distinguishing feature of our blue planet. The Earth is
the only place in the entire universe where we know that life lives.
Its future—our future—depends on how well we care for the biggest
ecosystem of all, our oceans.”
						~ Dr. Elliott Norse
Founder of Marine Conservation Institute
© Cristina Goettsch Mittermeier | Sea Legacy

A Message from our President
Twenty-fourteen will be a really hard year to top because of the enormous expansion of the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument. This
is now the largest area of ocean ever set aside to conserve marine life. Covering nearly half a million square miles of the US Central Pacific Ocean, it
is an area larger than California and Texas put together. Marine Conservation Institute along with our colleagues successfully persuaded President
Barack Obama to safeguard these spectacular coral reefs, atolls, seabird colonies and the surrounding ocean ecosystem that is home to tunas, sharks,
sea turtles, dolphins and whales.
In addition to this great success, Marine Conservation Institute continued pressing the case for more and stronger marine protections throughout the
world’s oceans by working alongside US and international colleagues. Our conservation efforts are coming together as we weave our strong science
foundation and advocacy experience to look beyond individual designations of marine protected areas towards a global system of ocean refuges.
Our Global Ocean Refuge System (GLORES) initiative is designed to catalyze strong protection for at least 20% of the world’s oceans. In 2014 we
worked with marine biologists and conservationists to create the framework for GLORES. At the World Park’s Congress in Sydney, Australia and the
International Marine Conservation Congress in Glasgow, Scotland we worked with scientists and conservationists to strengthen GLORES, build support and secure partners. Securing permanent, strong protection is incredibly urgent if we are to recover endangered species, and survive the coming
onslaught of warming seas, ocean acidification and the nutritional needs of 9 billion humans.
Our MPAtlas.org initiative, the world’s most comprehensive online marine protected area visualization tool, continues to track the quantity and quality
of protected area progress around the world. Information from MPAtlas.org provided the key information for our G20 SeaStates 2014 report, the first
analysis of how the world’s largest economies are doing at protecting the oceans. This report sadly showed that even those countries with the greatest
capacity to protect their ocean environment and marine life are failing to do so. Our SeaStates reports are instrumental in evaluating the progress of
marine protected area designations around the world and support our conservation efforts, as well as those of our colleagues.
Marine Conservation Institute partners with other organizations in the US and around the world. We joined efforts with Greenpeace and Mission Blue
in 2014 to advocate for protection of the Bering Sea and continued efforts to protect important habitats and marine life on the high seas. We will continue to work with the High Seas Alliance and Deep Sea Conservation Coalition to protect marine life and limit environmentally destructive practices
such as bottom trawling in the deep sea.
Our work is addressing our oceans’ greatest challenges. I am grateful, humbled and thrilled to be leading this dynamic organization to protect our
oceans. We are successful because of your support, and I know we can continue to count on you to help us succeed. As Marine Conservation Institute
heads into our 20th year of defending marine life and securing strong protection for vast areas of the ocean, I want to express to you just how excited
I am for 2015.
In deepest gratitude for what you do for our blue planet,
Lance Morgan, Ph.D.
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Global Ocean Refuge System (GLORES)
Oceans are essential to human survival and prosperity; yet human activities are pushing many critical marine species toward extinction. Conservation is urgently needed, and the best way to maintain the oceans’
diversity, abundance and resilience is to protect the places where marine
life live. Marine scientists recommend strong protection for 20-30% of
our oceans to save marine life from extinction. Yet as of the end of 2014,
only about 2% of the ocean had any protection and less than 1% was in
“no-take” reserves, ocean areas that are fully protected from activities
that remove animals or plants or alter habitats. By strongly protecting
the right 20-30% of our oceans we will help recover endangered populations, rebuild fisheries, maintain biodiversity and provide benefits to
people around the world.
The Global Ocean Refuge System (GLORES, pronounced “glories”) is an
initiative of Marine Conservation Institute designed to catalyze strong
protection for at least 20% of the ecosystems in each marine biogeographic region of the world’s oceans by 2030. It is a strategic, science-based
and systematic way to safeguard marine ecosystems and recover marine
life for us and future generations.
In 2014, Marine Conservation Institute worked diligently on creating the
GLORES scientific criteria for determining marine protected areas that
are worthy of carrying the label of “Global Ocean Refuge.” Establishing
rigorous and transparent scientific criteria for ensuring the effectiveness of marine protected areas is a complex and challenging endeavor.
We reached out to our colleagues and hosted a workshop in August with
notable marine scientists at the 3rd International Marine Conservation
Congress in Glasgow, Scotland. We also showcased GLORES with additional presentations and workshops at the IUCN World Parks Congress
in Sydney, Australia and at the Pew Fellows in Marine Conservation
meeting in Sausalito, USA.
GLORES is a collaborative, worldwide effort. We built strong momentum
in 2014 securing partners and endorsers for the initiative, including: renowned ocean conservationist and Marine Conservation Institute Board
member Dr. Sylvia Earle; Gateway founder Ted Waitt; Royal Geographic
and National Geographic Society Fellow Dr. Enric Sala; California Fish

and Game Commission President, Mike Sutton, J.D.; SCUBA diving legend Peter Hughes; and Mavericks surfer Ryan Seelbach.
In addition, distinguished marine scientists support GLORES including:
Dr. Callum Roberts, University of York; Dr. Octavio Aburto-Oropeza,
Scripps Institution of Oceanography; Dr. Rodolphe Devillers, Memorial
University of Newfoundland; Dr. Graham Edgar, University of Tasmania; Dr. John Hocevar, Greenpeace, as well as many others. After a major outreach effort in 2014, corporations in the travel/tourism and ocean
sports industries are also partnering with us on GLORES, including Alaska Airlines, Holland America Line, Seabourn, Un-Cruise Adventures, Gill
and SCUBAPRO. Corporate support for GLORES is essential and we look
forward to continuing to build new relationships in 2015. We are also
grateful for outstanding photographers and videographers who endorse
GLORES, including Andy Brandy Casagrande IV, Brian Skerry, Cristian
Dimitrius, Daniel Fox, and Paul Nicklen’s Sea Legacy. Their gorgeous
work is an important part of our outreach.
In 2015, we will complete the initiative’s strategic plan and finalize
GLORES criteria. We will also continue to build partnerships, secure additional funding and communicate more broadly about the need for a
Global Ocean Refuge System.
Learn more about GLORES at www.globaloceanrefuge.org
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World’s Marine Protected Areas
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MPAtlas.org
MPAtlas.org is an interactive and up-to-date resource to learn about marine protected areas around the world. It provides specific details about
protected area status, history, human-uses and contact information.
As the world’s most comprehensive online marine protected database,
MPAtlas.org enables people to learn more about the marine places they
care about. Understanding whether places have been, or still need to be,
protected, is a key component of our GLORES initiative.
During the last year MPAtlas.org was highlighted at Our Ocean conference hosted by Secretary John Kerry and the US State Department, where
our MPA Campaign Tracker was officially announced to the international conservation community. This new feature helps visitors explore and
track the progress of marine protected area campaigns and initiatives
around the world. MPA Campaign Tracker lets people view marine protected area campaigns at all levels of maturity and government involvement. Users can analyze both existing and proposed marine protected
area coverage and protection levels by country. The tool also allows users to see where conservation gaps exist and will help keep governments
honest when they make claims about how much marine environment
they protect. MPAtlas.org also highlights the conservation efforts of other
groups such as Sylvia Earle’s Mission Blue Hope Spots.

We are grateful thatMPAtlas.org has received donor support from
Winslow Foundation, Holland America Line and Arntz Family Foundation, in addition to the generous and ongoing support from the Waitt
Foundation.
“The new MPA Campaign Tracker is a highly valuable tool for the ocean
conservation community as well as a great public showcase for all the
wonderful work being done to establish broad networks of marine protected areas around the world,” said Ted Waitt, founder and board chairman of the Waitt Foundation. “We have been working with Marine Conservation Institute to support MPAtlas.org for several years now and
MPA Campaign Tracker is an excellent addition.”

MPAtlas.org was also featured at the World Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia where Project Manager, Russell Moffitt, presented our
SeaStates G20 2014 report. Similar to the annual SeaStates US report
which looks at each of the US States’ marine protection levels, SeaStates
G20 2014 evaluated each of the G20 member countries’ marine protected
areas. The report established that, of the G20 member countries, only 4
have protected more than 1% of their oceans in no-take (strongly protected) reserves. A clear trend discovered in the SeaStates G20 2014 analysis was that nations are much more likely to designate no-take marine
reserves in their remote and distant waters. The MPAtlas.org team also
created new maps to highlight particular conservation priorities. For example, we provided the first map of global “Shark Sanctuaries” that was a
big hit on social media during the Discovery Channel’s 2014 Shark Week
programming.
Annual Report 2014
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The Largest Area of Ocean Ever Protected:
the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument
In September of 2014 President Obama announced expansion of the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument, an area covering close
to 490,000 square miles. This monument is the largest highly protected
reserve in the world and the largest protected area on Earth. A behind
the scenes look into the expansion reveals that this victory for our oceans
was the result of hard effort sustained over a long time, patient funders
and decision makers who care about the health of our oceans. So how did
this happen and what was Marine Conservation Institute’s role in this
remarkable event?

The administration received thousands of statements and emails of support on the proposed expansion. In addition, we worked with the Hawai’i Congressional delegation and members of the administration to
encourage support for the largest possible expansion with the strongest
possible protections. In the end, the monument was designated with the
highest level of protection: no extraction of marine life, minerals, oil or
gas. Achieving this strong level of protection for vast areas of marine wilderness is the key goal that our Global Ocean Refuge System initiative is
seeking to achieve around the world.

Surrounding seven islands, atolls and reefs, this protected area was originally established by President George W. Bush in 2009 with scientific input from Marine Conservation Institute. The waters of the Pacific
Remote Islands Marine National Monument are an ecological treasure
unlike anything else in the United States. Expanding the boundary of the
monument out to 200 nautical miles provided protection for an entire
ecosystem – from near shore to the deep sea—providing protected migratory pathways for sharks, sea turtles and whales as well as a complete
foraging area for millions of seabirds that live on the islands. The monument is of global and regional importance for large predatory fishes like
yellowfin tuna and declining bigeye tuna, seabirds, marine mammals and
turtles.
Marine Conservation Institute first brought this area to the attention of
President George W. Bush in 2007. Once the monument was established
in 2009, we worked with colleagues at the National Geographic Society
and the University of Hawai’i, to develop a case for expanding protections for the marine life and outstanding ecological value of these waters.
We collected signatures of nearly 600 scientists from around the world
calling on President Obama to protect more US waters as no-take marine
reserves, the strongest and most effective level of protection in the sea.
Marine Conservation Institute also helped organize critical support in
Hawai’i for the monument and reached out to traditional Pacific cultural
leaders to sign a support statement.
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Other Initiatives in 2014
The Global Ocean Refuge System is our largest initiative and weaves together our conservation efforts to identify, advocate for and protect the
most important areas of the ocean. GLORES integrates longer standing
aspects of our work, including MPAtlas.org, SeaStates, marine protected area campaigns and habitat conservation. Additionally, our Hawaiian
monk seal recovery program is a key element in on our commitment to
ensure strong and effective management in Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument. From securing strong protections to helping
recover endangered species to drawing attention to illegal fishing or other damaging activities, our expertise informs marine conservation efforts
around the world.

bottom habitats found on the Louisville Ridge in the high seas east of
New Zealand. The team spent 5 weeks surveying the seafloor environment on 6 seamounts (underwater mountains). The primary goal of the
research cruise was to field test the models to identify the locations of
vulnerable marine ecosystems throughout the high seas of the South Pacific Regional Fishery Management Organization (SPRFMO) (see map).
Vulnerable marine ecosystems include areas where deep-sea corals form
reefs that are similar to their shallow-water cousins. These precious habitats are also home to sponges, seastars, sea anemones, feather stars and
sea pens. Many of these species, and the wider communities they form,
are considered vulnerable to the effects of human activities.

Identifying and Protecting Important and
Vulnerable Marine Habitats

We are currently engaged in a second round of predictive habitat
modeling, using information gained from the 2014 cruise, to improve
model accuracy. We anticipate this information will be used by
SPRFMO and New Zealand managers to help identify vulnerable marine
ecosystems habitat in the high seas areas of the South Pacific and within
New Zealand’s exclusive economic zone.

Marine Conservation Institute’s protected area efforts include a rigorous
program to identify critically important habitats in the seas. One of our
primary tools is habitat suitability modeling; to date we have analyzed
waters off the US West Coast, Alaska, Gulf of Mexico and on the high
seas. These models use the known locations of deep sea coral species, and
their associated environmental conditions, to extrapolate into unknown
areas and estimate the likelihood of environmental conditions being suitable for the species. This method holds great promise in identifying areas across the world’s oceans that are biologically valuable at relatively
low costs. These modeling and field efforts help us better understand the
environmental conditions necessary for deep-sea coral life to thrive. As
we continue to refine our habitat models, we will ultimately be able to
identify where future protected areas should be placed to protect these
important habitats.
In 2014 our marine biogeographer, Dr. John Guinotte, joined an international team of scientists aboard the National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research (NIWA)’s research vessel Tangaroa, to explore the

South Pacific Regional Fishery Management Organization regulatory area (black line)
and predicted high quality habitats for deep-sea corals hard corals (preliminary results).
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Putting an End to Pirate Fishing
For 3 years and across 2 Congresses, Marine Conservation Institute has
persistently lobbied for legislation that would reduce pirate fishing, more
formally known as Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU), fishing
around the world. In 2014, we were close to achieving our goal when the
Senate Commerce Committee and House Natural Resource Committee
both drafted bills that would have helped address IUU fishing. However,
neither the House nor Senate passed IUU fishing bills during the 113th
session.
Fortunately, President Obama’s Task Force on Combating IUU Fishing
and Seafood Fraud recently released its final report with a strong,
supportive case for the bills that Marine Conservation Institute worked
on. Momentum is building for passage, and we plan to use our upcoming
report, Plundering the Seas; the Damage to US Fishermen and
Communities from IUU Fishing, to bolster further support.

Removing Ship Wrecks from Pristine
Reefs of the Pacific
Since 2009, we had been advocating that the shipwrecks present in the
US Pacific Islands were significantly degrading the near-pristine reefs. In
2014, Marine Conservation Institute finally persuaded the Department of
the Interior to remove these blights. In January 2014, a 16-person crew
completed the removal of 3 sunken wrecks from the coral reefs. Nearly a
million pounds of iron and other material were removed from the wreckage sites at Kingman Reef and Palmyra Atoll National Wildlife Refuges
inside the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument. The crew
battled inclement weather and high swells for the duration of the operation and worked more than 12 hours-a-day for 79 days.

IUU fishing is currently difficult to detect, especially in countries with
weak to nonexistent law enforcement capability as well as on the high
seas (waters outside of the 200 nautical mile exclusive economic zone of
coastal states). When illicit activity is detected, or when shipments of fish
are suspect, it is important to deny the illegal seafood entry to American
markets. The congressional bills we advocate for would help both reduce
the amount of IUU seafood imported into the US and make enforcement
of fishery laws on the high seas easier for the US Coast Guard. IUU
seafood imports to the US are currently estimated at $2 billion per year.
Around the world, many marine protected areas are being drained of
their biodiversity and fish populations by international outlaws who flout
local and international fishery laws and regulations. It is time to put an
end to this illicit activity, protect marine life, level the playing field for US
fishermen who obey our strong laws and support fishermen around the
world who follow the rules.

© Brian Skerry

Annual Report 2014

9

SeaStates G20 2014 Report
Marine Conservation Institute unveiled a report at the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World
Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia that showed how well G20
(Group of Twenty) countries are protecting their ocean areas.
Similar to Marine Conservation Institute’s annual SeaStates US
report that assesses each of the US States’ marine protection
levels, SeaStates G20 2014 provides data on each of the G20
member countries’ protection levels. The report also provides a
high-level overview and assessment of each member countries’
programs around marine protected areas. The SeaStates G20
analysis determined that, of the G20 member countries, only 4
have protected more than 1% of their oceans in no-take (strongly
protected) reserves. A clear trend discovered in the analysis was,
when available, G20 countries favored designation of no-take
marine reserves in their remote and distant waters.

© photo: Daniel Fox

Safeguarding the Hawaiian Monk Seal
Marine Conservation Institute continued working on a
comprehensive analysis of the Hawaiian monk seal recovery
needs that highlights many important steps needed to protect
this iconic species of Hawai’i. We have been working to build
stronger support for monk seals among local groups and within
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
agency. With an estimated population of only 900 to 1,100
animals, the Hawaiian monk seal is critically endangered and
urgently needs action to safeguard its survival.

© Daniel Fox
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The Expansion of Northern California’s
Marine Sanctuaries
As a member of the Sanctuary Advisory Council, Marine
Conservation Institute has been advocating for the expansion of
California’s Gulf of Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine
Sanctuaries for several years. We submitted extensive research
findings creating a scientific case for expansion and worked to
collect 2,700 public comments supporting expansion. This is the
first major expansion of marine sanctuaries in US continental
waters in years, more than doubling the combined size of the
existing sanctuaries from approximately 1,800 to 4,500 square
miles, a new area larger than the state of Delaware.

© Clinton Bauder

Bering Sea Canyons
Greenpeace, Marine Conservation Institute and Mission Blue
(Sylvia Earle Alliance) launched an ad campaign in Seattle,
Washington targeting the seafood industry and urging protection
of Alaska’s Bering Sea canyons. The campaign, which included
billboards and posters throughout the city, called upon Costco,
Target and Albertsons – a group representing major US retailers
that sell Bering Sea seafood – to help restore this important
region.
The partnership asked companies to sign on to a 2020 Vision
to protect 20 percent of US ocean waters by 2020, starting with
the Bering Sea canyons. We celebrated Costco’s response letter
sent to the North Pacific Fishery Management Council urging
protection of the Bering Sea Canyons alongside our campaign
partners. Costco’s letter supporting the restoration of the Bering
Sea Canyons marked history as the largest retailer ever to engage
publically in protecting this important region of the oceans.
Annual Report 2014
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Financials
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Financial Statement
Calendar Year ending December 31, 2014
Unaudited

Revenues

Expenses

REVENUES				
		
Grants & Contracts
		

2014

EXPENSES			

$ 871,275

Contributions 			

126,542

			
Program Services		

In-kind Contributions 		

20,000

Other Revenues

		

124,307

TOTAL REVENUES

		

$ 1,142,124

Prior Years’ Funds for 2014
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE

2014
$ 1,165,289

Management & Administration

194,222

Fundraising

119,298

		

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 1,478,809

402,464
$ 1,544,588
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Our work would not be possible without you

Our deepest gratitude to the following individuals, foundations and corporations for their generous support in 2014.
We acknowledge with our deepest gratitude the individuals listed below and those who wish to remain anonymous.

$100,000 & above
Marisla Foundation
Holland America Line
Waitt Foundation

$10,000 to $99,999
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Anonymous
Arntz Family Foundation
Benjamin Hammett
Keith Campbell Foundation for the
Environment
Morris & Rose Kraft
Moore Family Foundation
Naomi & Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
Overbrook Foundation
Patagonia Foundation
Peach Foundation
Thomas R. & Deborah A. Davidson
Foundation
Tiffany & Co. Foundation
Winslow Foundation
Woodtiger Fund

$1,000 to $9,999

John Amos & Amy Mathews-Amos
Kelly Bremer
CharitySub
Charlotte Y. Martin Foundation
Susan Crane Lubetkin
Joy Dryden
Eugene G. Duvernoy & Ms. Carolyn
Madsen
Edwards Mother Earth Foundation
Gary Fields
Garland & Brenda Reiter Family
Foundation
Glassybaby
Ittleson Foundation, Inc.
Meredith James
David Johns
Robert G. Kerr & Linda Di Santis

Andrew J. Luk
Louis & Sandy Magier
Lance & Angela Morgan
Robert Morgan & Julie Blunden
Elliott & Irene Norse
Brian O’Kelley & Elizabeth Rovere
Gail Osherenko & Oran Young
The Owsley Brown Charitable Foundation
Pharaoh C. Thompson Foundation
Deborah Rifkin
Tulalip Tribes Consolidated Borough Of
Quil Ceda Village
Vidda Foundation
Mr. Herbert & Rev. Jan West
Jonathan Yaqub

$100 to $999
Anonymous
Jim & Vicki Athans
Marie Balaban
Gerald Bennett
Baum Foundation
Teddi Beschel
Virgirnia Bing
Ella Bloom
Daniel Borris
Leslie Botjer
Scott Buchan
Lisa Bunn
Eric Carlson
John Davis
Roxanne Derheim
Shelley DiTommaso
Gary Dombowsky
Andrea Dooley
Caro Dratva
Nancy Earl
Sylvia A. Earle
Tim Evnin
Jacob Freeman
Ryan George
Leonard Goldstein
Mike Gravitz

Susie Hagemeister
Mary Hegenbarth
Howard Hodson
John Holland
Indian River Community Foundation
Robert Kepka
Jeanie & Murray Kilgour
Ryan & Jamie Kim
Christos Konstantinidis
Lauren Kootman
Mary Lellouche
Marc Lifset
Kamol & Pawadee Lohavanichbutr
Melodie Martin
Sara Maxwell
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Megan Molteni
Adam Mosseri
Heidi Munson
Steve Olson
Richard Owens
Colin Philp
Duane and Sarah Preble
Nikki Preston
Lois G. Price
Alma Prins
Nancy Putnam
Matthew Rand
Katie Renschler
Renewable Energy Systems Americas Inc.
Margaret Rombach-Riggs
Davis Ross & Leta Davis
Jim & Sandy Saccomanno
Tamara Sanguinetti
Ernest R. Schwab
Seattle Foundation
Dale & Norma Sessions
Darren Silver
William Sonnenreich
John Spoden
Sarah B. Stewart
Joyce Tavon
University of Miami

Joel Van Hoff
Vanguard Charitable
Washington & Lee University
Les Watling
Michael Weeks
Audrey Yang
Janet Young
Catherine Zusy & Samuel Kendall

Ocean Guardians
The Ocean Guardians are generous
individuals who have committed
to make annual donations of
$1,000 or more in support of
Marine Conservation Institute’s
mission to secure permanent,
strong protection for the oceans’
most important places – for us
and future generations.
Eugene G. Duvernoy &
Ms. Carolyn Madsen
Gary & Bonnie Fields
Benjamin Hammett
Meredith James
David Johns
Morris & Rose Kraft
Susan Crane Lubetkin
Andrew J. Luk
Louis & Sandy Magier
John Amos & Amy Mathews-Amos
Lance & Angela Morgan
Robert Morgan & Julie Blunden
Elliott & Irene Norse
Brian O’Kelley & Elizabeth Rovere
Gail Osherenko & Oran Young
Mr. Herbert & Rev. Jan West
Jonathan Yaqub
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A Special Thanks to Our Supporters in the Business Community
Marine Conservation Institute is grateful to receive the support of generous businesses with unquestionable dedication to social responsibility.
From support through Employee Matching Gifts programs at:
Microsoft,
AT&T
and Boeing,
to valuable partnerships with:
Esri
Holland America Line,
Patagonia,
Seabourn,
and Tiffany & Co.,
we are proud to work with leading environmental stewards in the corporate community.
Thank you to our communications consultant for all her strategic advice, guidance and contributions:
Gaby Adam
Communications Consultant
Founder and CEO | By the Sea Communications, LLC.
We are also grateful for outstanding photographers and videographers who offered their wonderful support, including:
Andy Brandy Casagrande IV
Cristian Dimitrius
Daniel Fox
Paul Nicklen & Cristina Goettsch Mittermeier | Sea Legacy
and Brian Skerry
Their gorgeous work is an important part of our outreach such as this report.
Donated Professional Services:
Hogan Lovells US LLP
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Board of Directors and Staff
Message from Our Board Chair, David Johns, JD
The work of Marine Conservation Institute is so important because it is uncompromising. The oceans are valuable not just because we depend on
them for our very existence. Humanity has a moral obligation to heal and restore what we have injured; and to refrain from doing more injury. That
duty, combined with the best science, guides our vision and our work. We know we must protect vast areas of the ocean as refuges for all kinds of
ocean life and their homes. The issue is not whether non-human species or the oceans have rights. We have no right to destroy, pollute and lay bare
living communities. Our task is to speak for that life, to protect and restore it; not to compromise on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves in human councils.
This is why I devote my precious time and financial resources to further Marine Conservation Institute’s mission.
But we cannot do it alone. Together with you we must build recognition of what is at stake, mobilize people’s passionate caring, and fearlessly
advocate for the oceans. No other organization embraces uncompromising vision, love for the oceans and all its life, with science and advocacy. It
is not hopeless, though the inertia is great. We can turn things around. Just as other great changes have brought about justice against what seemed
like impossible odds.
Thank you for your support.
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Our Mission
Marine Conservation Institute is dedicated
to securing permanent, strong protection
for the oceans’ most important places – for
us and future generations.

Join Us
www.marine-conservation.org
Seattle WA		

Glen Ellen CA		

Washington DC
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